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tion in 1846 and of the post office in 1851. Russian and French, but not Polish, were the languages used in the higher administrative agencies.
The program of Russification was applied to Polish schools, intellectual pursuits, and to the Church. The University of Vilna was closed in 1832, and its medical school in 1842. A similar fate befell the lycee of Kremenchug and the University of Warsaw. In 1839 was established the school region of Warsaw, subordinated directly to the Russian ministry of education. Secondary school instruction was conducted in the Russian language. The University of Kiev, founded in 1834 as a substitute for the disbanded higher school of Poland, ran into serious difficulties in 1837-1838 when it was suspected of carrying on subversive Polish propaganda. Closed for several months, it was permitted to reopen its doors only after a drastic purge which deprived it of half its faculty and almost its entire student body. Censorship was vigilant, imaginative, and brutal, and prohibited even the mention of such respected Polish authors as Adam Mickiewicz, Sygrnunt Krasinski, and Lelewel. The Church, too, felt the heavy hand of the oppressors, A Russian Orthodox diocese of Warsaw was created in 1838. In 1841-1843 the estates of the Catholic Church were secularized and the Catholic clergy given fixed salaries. In 1842 the Vilna Catholic theological seminary was transferred to St. Petersburg. Government supervision of the activities of Catholic clerics became particularly stringent, but the chief effort of militant Orthodoxy was directed to the reunion of the Uniats with the Russian Church, Under the unscrupulous and energetic leadership of Joseph Semashko, bishop of Lithuania, this movement made rapid progress. A number of Uniat monasteries, among them the revered sanctuary of Pochaev, were taken over by the Orthodox Church, while other Uniat monasteries were closed. In 1839 Semashko, with the assistance of the Russian government and the Holy Synod, achieved his object, and the Uniats officially returned to the fold of the Russian Church.6 In his report of May 24, 1851 (which contained no reference to the Organic Statute), Paskevich accurately summarized the results of his stewardship when he wrote that "after the insurrection the administration of the kingdom of
5 The resulting frictions with the Holy See did not prevent the conclusion in 1847 of a concordat which regulated the position of Catholic institutions in Russian Poland.